
Johannes Brahms – Concerto for Violin and Cello in A minor, Op. 102 ("Double 
Concerto") 

Brahms’ Double Concerto was his final work for orchestra, completed in the summer of 
1887. Unusual in form, it features not one soloist but two—the violin and cello—engaged in 
intimate partnership, often exchanging lyrical phrases or blending into a single voice. The 
work was composed as a gesture of reconciliation toward his old friend, violinist Joseph 
Joachim, after a personal rift had separated them. By writing a concerto that Joachim could 
share with the cellist Robert Hausmann, Brahms offered not only a musical gift but also a 
personal olive branch. 

The concerto opens with an arresting orchestral statement, followed by the cello’s noble 
recitative-like entrance. The violin soon joins, and the two soloists launch into a dramatic 
dialogue. Throughout the first movement (Allegro), one hears Brahms’ mature style—
weighty, intricate, yet full of warmth. 

The slow movement (Andante) offers the heart of the concerto: a broad, songful duet 
between violin and cello that floats gently above the orchestra. Here Brahms achieves a 
chamber-like intimacy, as if inviting the audience to overhear a private musical 
conversation. 

The finale (Vivace non troppo) is spirited and genial, infused with Hungarian dance rhythms 
that recall the composer’s lifelong love of folk-inspired music. After moments of brilliance 
and play, the concerto closes with warmth rather than thunder, a fitting farewell to Brahms’ 
orchestral voice. 

 


