John Philip Sousa (1854-1932)
The Liberty Bell (1893)

Composed in 1893, The Liberty Bell is one of John Philip Sousa’s most enduring and
recognizable marches. Sousa, often called “The March King,” wrote the piece during a
transatlantic voyage while touring England with his band. The title was inspired not by the
famous Philadelphia bell itself, but by a visit Sousa made to the Liberty Bell during
preparations for the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago—an event celebrating
American progress and independence.

The march follows Sousa’s classic structural model: a bold opening strain, a contrasting
second strain, a lyrical trio, and a vigorous break strain that leads to a triumphant return of
the trio. The trio’s noble, broad melody—often associated with civic pride and optimism—
has made the march especially popular for patriotic and ceremonial occasions.

The Liberty Bell gained renewed fame in the 20th century as the theme music for the British
television series Monty Python’s Flying Circus, an ironic pairing that introduced Sousa’s
music to a new generation and cemented the march’s place in popular culture.

Today, The Liberty Bell remains a staple of wind band repertoire, admired for its balance of
brilliance, clarity, and dignified lyricism—hallmarks of Sousa’s unmatched contribution to
American musical life.



