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TCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 1, (“Winter Daydreams”) 

Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 1, often subtitled “Winter Daydreams”, holds a special place 
in the composer’s catalog as his first major orchestral work. Written between 1866 and 
1868, it is infused with youthful energy and a distinctly Romantic character. Tchaikovsky’s 
personal connection to this symphony was profound, calling it “a sin of my sweet youth.” 
Despite the challenges he faced during its creation, the symphony reveals the promise of 
his genius and is celebrated for its imagery and emotional depth. 

I. Allegro tranquillo (Dreams of a Winter Journey): 

The opening movement immediately sets a reflective and picturesque tone. The subtitle 
“Dreams of a Winter Journey” evokes the sense of traveling through a snow-blanketed 
landscape. A plaintive theme emerges, led by flutes and oboes, supported by lush string 
harmonies. The interplay between melancholy and quiet optimism showcases 
Tchaikovsky’s early mastery of mood and orchestral color. The development section builds 
intensity, capturing the tension of a stormy winter’s day before the gentle themes return to 
close the movement in a subdued, wistful mood. 

II. Adagio cantabile ma non tanto: 

This slow movement stands out for its lyrical beauty. Its heartwarming themes, often 
described as lullaby-like, have a songful simplicity reminiscent of Russian folk melodies. 
The strings, enriched by woodwinds and harp, weave a tapestry of nostalgia and 
introspection. This movement showcases Tchaikovsky’s ability to channel deeply personal 
emotions into music, foreshadowing the pathos of his later works. 

III. Scherzo: Allegro scherzando giocoso: 

The third movement is a lively scherzo, marked by wit and lightheartedness. The darting 
rhythms and playful exchanges between sections of the orchestra contrast with the 
melancholy of the preceding movements. The trio section, featuring a charming waltz-like 
theme, reflects Tchaikovsky’s love for dance forms and Russian character pieces. The 
movement’s energy and rhythmic ingenuity provide a delightful interlude in the symphony. 

IV. Finale: Andante lugubre—Allegro maestoso: 

The finale begins with a dramatic slow introduction, Andante lugubre, which sets a tone of 
solemnity and grandeur. It quickly transitions to a spirited Allegro maestoso, where 
Tchaikovsky incorporates folk-inspired melodies and vibrant orchestration. This movement 



exemplifies his gift for creating climactic moments that surge with energy and emotional 
resolution. The symphony concludes with a triumphant and majestic flourish, bringing the 
wintry daydreams to an exhilarating end. 

Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 1 stands as a remarkable achievement for a young composer 
grappling with self-doubt and external pressures. While it does not possess the sweeping 
drama of his later symphonies, it offers a glimpse into his evolving style and deep 
connection to Russian musical traditions. It is a symphony filled with youthful imagination, 
lyrical beauty, and a sense of place, capturing both the spirit of Romanticism and the 
essence of a Russian winter. 

This work is a testament to Tchaikovsky’s perseverance and a worthy introduction to his 
symphonic legacy. 

Instrumentation: two flutes, two oboes, two clarinets, bassoon, two horns, strings and solo 
cello (saxophone) 

 

 


