Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) - Symphony No. 5 in C Minor, Op. 67

Few works in classical music are as instantly recognizable or as universally revered as
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 in C Minor. Composed between 1804 and 1808, this
symphony is a powerful testament to Beethoven’s ability to transform simple musical ideas
into profound artistic statements.

The symphony’s iconic four-note opening—“da-da-da-DAH”—has been famously
described as “fate knocking at the door.” Whether or not Beethoven intended this
interpretation, the motif serves as the driving force behind the entire work, creating a sense
of relentless momentum and dramatic intensity.

The first movement (Allegro con brio) is built on this rhythmic motif, developing through
stormy orchestral dialogues and striking contrasts. The music is charged with tension and
drama, setting the stage for a gripping journey.

The second movement (Andante con moto) offers a lyrical contrast, presenting a series of
noble and flowing variations. Its warmth and grandeur provide a moment of respite before
the energy resumes.

The third movement (Scherzo: Allegro) reintroduces the symphony’s dark, restless
character. The music moves stealthily, with the lower strings setting an ominous tone
before building to a powerful climax. The transition to the final movement is one of the
most thrilling moments in symphonic music: a suspenseful bridge leads seamlessly into a
triumphant finale.

The finale (Allegro) bursts forth in C major—a moment of exhilarating victory. The
symphony’s once-troubled energy is transformed into a celebration of resilience and
triumph, enhanced by the addition of trombones, piccolo, and contrabassoon, a first for
Beethoven’s symphonies.

Orchestration:
Beethoven scored the symphony for:

¢ Woodwinds: 2 flutes, piccolo (final movement only), 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2
bassoons, contrabassoon (final movement only)

¢ Brass: 2 horns, 2 trumpets, 3 trombones (final movement only)
e Percussion: Timpani
e Strings: First and second violins, violas, cellos, double basses

With its unforgettable opening and triumphant resolution, Symphony No. 5 stands as a
symbol of struggle and perseverance, embodying Beethoven’s own battles with fate and his



unwavering artistic vision. It remains one of the most frequently performed and beloved
works in all of classical music.



